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Re: Historical Assessment, Rhode Island Public Schools Inventory

Dear Mr. da Silva:

[ am writing in response to your inquiry of July 27, 2010 concerning the historical status of the
existing public school buildings in Rhode Island. The Rhode Island Historical Preservation and
Heritage Commission staff has reviewed the inventory and completed a preliminary assessment
of the individual schools utilizing the information in our files and conducting a limited amount of
additional research. We have added this information to the statewide inventory list that you have
provided. A copy of the inventory is attached.

The public schools in the statewide inventory have each been classified primarily in one of four
categories: “NR listed”; “Considered NR eligible”; “Needs further evaluation”; and “Not
historic.” The terms are defined as follows.

NR listed refers to schools that are currently listed on the National Register of Historic Places
individually or within a historic district. SR listed is a subcategory of schools listed on the
Rhode Island Register of Historic Places but not currently on the National Register.

Considered NR eligible refers to schools that are not yet listed on the National Register but have
been judged likely to meet the criteria for the National Register based on a reasonable amount of
information. The schools in this category have been evaluated as significant for their associations
with the history of municipal education and the growth and development of their respective
communities.

Needs further evaluation refers to schools that may be eligible for the National Register, but '
more information is needed to determine their significance and/or integrity. This category has
been used to classify most of the schools that were built in the late 1940s and 1950s and are now
over fifty years of age, pending the development of a better context for evaluating the schools of
the Post-World War II era.
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Not Historic refers to buildings that are more than fifty years old but have lost historical
integrity and schools that are less than fifty years of age and lack outstanding significance.
Schools less than fifty years old may need to be revaluated once they reach fifty years of age.

I also wish to note that in the case of the Lawn Street School in Jamestown, we have noted the
high sensitivity of the school grounds for archaeological resources associated with an extensive
pre-colonial Narragansett Indian burial ground.

These comments are provided in accordance with National and Rhode Island Historic
Preservation Acts. If you have any questions on this inventory, please contact Richard E.

Greenwood, Deputy Director of this office.

Very truly youg

Executive Director
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Attachment
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